Haddon Heights Public Library Unattended Children Policy

One of the highest priorities at the Haddon Heights Library is providing our youth
population with appropriate materials, programs and services in a welcoming environment.
At the same time, the library is an open, public building and it is vital that we do everything
we can to ensure the safety and well-being of younger patrons.

To help us achieve this the following rules apply to unattended children:

e Children under 8 years of age must have a parent, guardian or responsible caregiver
with them or immediately visible to them at all times.

e Parents, guardians and caregivers are responsible for the care of their children using
the library.

e Children under 8 years of age who are attending a program or event must be
accompanied by a parent, guardian or responsible caregiver who will remain in the
building the entire time.

e Children over 8 years of age are generally old enough to use the library in a
responsible manner. Staff may use discretion in dealing with children over 8 years
of age who are unattended in the library and not behaving appropriately.

e Children ages 5 and under may not use library computers unless accompanied by a
parent, guardian or responsible caregiver.

Itis not the intention of library staff to seek out unattended children, but instead have a
plan prepared if necessary. If children under 8 years of age are unattended in the building,
library will staff will attempt to reach their parents or guardians. If those attempts are
unsuccessful, police will be called to ensure the safety of the child.

Adopted by the Haddon Heights Library Board of Trustees on April 16, 2026.



